
 

Astronomy is one of the most intriguing and challenging topics to learn. One might have a hard time grasping the concepts of
astronomical objects, what they look like, how they are created, what they do in our world, etc. Thingiverse offers a great
resource for just that type of information. There are a lot of information available in Thingiverse. Thingiverse has been read by
thousands of visitors from all over the world from September 2011 to February 2012. In this report, we explore the main
reasons behind the 1000+ views these 3D models got in a period of ten months. In order to do that, we have examined the most
viewed Galaxies and Solar System links, knowing that these objects are closely related to astronomy. We have extracted some
important metadata about the users who have printed these models and how it is technically possible for anyone to print them at
home with a 3D printer. For this report, we evaluated the graphical design of the models (which is not related with 3D printing)
and their creator's experiences in 3D printing. Figure 1: Top ten most viewed Thingiverse Galaxy links for February 2012
(Source: http://www.thingiverse.com/search/?q=galaxy%20&page=1). 

Galaxy is one of the most popular 3D models on Thingiverse, especially when printed in semi-transparent materials or
inclusions. The maximum number of views occurred at September 2011, when it had 738 views. At present, the model is still
very popular despite its high price for a high resolution print (at least $45 USD in February 2012). Figure 2: Top ten most
viewed Thingiverse Galaxy models for February 2012 (Source: http://www.thingiverse.com/search/?q=galaxy%20&page=1). 

Solar System is another popular 3D model, being the second model in number of views, second with respect to price and print
time, and third in terms of models available. In September 2011 it had 906 views with an average price of $0.23 USD each
view. In this case the creator tried to customize the model to have a paintable surface so that users could add a background
image if they wanted to do that.  

Figure 3: Top ten most viewed Thingiverse Solar System links for February 2012 (Source:
http://www.thingiverse.com/search/?q=solar%20system&page=1). 

The list of the most viewed solar system models on Thingiverse is continuously changing. Some models appear and some
disappear and reappear in the list and never appear again. This is because some users modify the models by removing parts of
them and others add new parts to it. That said, we have added some additional information about these modifications to better
understand how solar systems can be customized in different ways according to some users’ needs.
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